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The Summer Schools at Magdalen College, Oxford
University, normally run for five weeks from July into
August and are designed to offer students from North
America and elsewhere direct experience of Oxford’s
traditional approach to university education.
Academic Courses are designed and taught by
Fellows and Lecturers of the University and their
associates with overseas students in mind. Applicants
must be registered for undergraduate or graduate
degrees at their home university or college.
The programmes build on three decades of strong
links with partner universities, maintained by regular
direct contact with faculty and international offices in
the USA. Our Professional Courses are developed in
jointly-taught partnerships, covering International
Business, Trade, Industry and Accountancy at
undergraduate and professional levels.
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Academic Programme — Courses and Options
Tutorials
Academic Courses are taught
through an integrated programme of
tutorials, seminars and lectures in
combinations, varying from Option to
Option.
The weekly tutorial is at the heart of
every Course, with a small group of
1-5 students discussing papers,
prepared in advance, with their
tutor. Seminars bring together a
larger group of perhaps 8–10
students to participate in more
general discussions of common
subjects related to the various
Options of each Course.

Keynote Lectures & Seminars
While the tutorial stimulates
exploration of subjects in detail and
depth, seminars provide opportunities
to broaden the debate and widen
understanding of the issues involved.
Keynote lectures may be used to
provide a foundation to each Option.

Tutorials and seminars, usually of 1.5 – 2
hours duration, involve intensive preparation
and writing of essays by the students, through
guided but independent reading. Students
are registered as readers with the world
famous Bodleian Library, with incomparable
holdings and stately reading rooms, as well as
the College library and other appropriate
university and department libraries.

Interdisciplinary Lectures
Beyond coursework, students from Academic
and Professional Courses attend weekly
evening interdisciplinary lectures on cultural,
political, historical, literary, environmental and
other issues of topical and general interest.
Given by distinguished speakers from the
university and wider world, they range from
the serious to the light-hearted, set in a social
context of receptions and banquet dinners.
One such week is usually devoted to a
musical event.

Field & Institutional Study Visits

Britain’s small size is misleading and the country is quite unlike many land areas of similar size. Amongst those
forces which have created some of Earth’s richest and most diverse landscapes, we can list geology, climate, the
long time span of human occupancy and the wealth of cultural influences which, in various historical periods, have
been imposed imperiously or diffused peacefully into the lives of its inhabitants.
The Summer Schools take full advantage of these richly varied landscapes and their aid to study through integrated
day field visits and a four-day Residential Excursion away from Oxford. Stratford-upon-Avon and a performance by
the Royal Shakespeare Company are usually included. Commerce, industry and City institutions host visits for the
Professional Programmes and most Academic Programme Options have their own specific site and institutional
visits, referred to in their Option Descriptions.
We also find that our participating students relish the short distances to a veritable feast of interesting places during
free weekends ! All of England and Wales – and Dublin, Edinburgh, Paris, Brussels, Amsterdam, Bonn and
Cologne – lie within five hours of Oxford by road or rail, ferry or air. Scotland lies not much further afield and Ireland
can be reached in half this time by air. Weekends are usually free, except for the Residential Excursion, for you to
make travel plans with old and new friends.

Leisure & Recreation
Beyond their commitment to academic work,
Summer School students are free to organise
leisure time and take advantage of the many
sporting, cultural and social facilities which
Oxford is able to offer. London, with its
splendid political, architectural, and historical
heritage, theatres and concert halls is little
more than an hour away for a few £ sterling by
coach.
In Oxford, evening open-air theatre in College
gardens, concerts and recitals galore in the
Sheldonian Theatre and medieval College
Chapels, afternoons punting on the Rivers Cherwell (pictured above) and Isis (Thames) and evenings of
conversation in one of Oxford’s myriad pubs – these are the delicious ingredients of summer in one of Europe’s
loveliest cities.

Course Selection, Registration & Fees
Course selection
Students should select the Academic Course which they intend to study and then
express an order of preference for its various Options (only one Option will be
studied). Students will nearly always be allocated to their first choice Option but
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groups may make acceptance of a second choice necessary.

Registration
Most of our partner universities assist
in the selection, application and
registration of students and also the
transfer of funds to Oxford on their
behalf. Your professor or university
Study Abroad / International Office
encouraging your application will
advise you. You can also apply
directly online via our website
www.oxsummerschools.co.uk.

Fees & Financial Support

Comprehensive Course and Fees information
can be found in our E-Brochure (available on application
to the Director) and on the Summer School website
www.oxsummerschools.co.uk

applications are made on the understanding that the need to ensure small tutorial

accommodation at Magdalen College; all tuition, library registration, organised
excursions and field trips etc. and the 4-Day Residential Field Excursion in Wales.
This Excursion is integral to the Summer School for most participants but optional for
IFSA and Independent Medieval and English Literature applicants, for whom a lower
fee of £4,800 applies. However, these applicants may elect to participate, in which
case the higher rate Oxford is applicable. Participants are expected to be selffunding but are encouraged to approach their home institutions and sponsors for
support.

Academic Credit & Transcripts
Successful completion of the 5-week Academic programme leads to the award of 6 to

8 credit hours, subject to regulations of the student’s home institution and the Course
studied. Partner universities automatically receive transfer credit. Evaluation of
student performance, based on Oxford criteria but with American grading systems in
mind, is the responsibility of Course Tutors who will make a written and graded
Assessment. Two printed transcripts of a student’s performance are provided.

The Academic Director,
Summer School .
St Peter’ s College, Oxford OX1 2DL
Tel: +44(0)1865 278900
Email: kenneth.addison@spc.ox.ac.uk

Fees for the Summer School in 2019 are £5,300 (£ sterling) to include meals and

Accommodation & College Life
Oxford Colleges usually house an atmospheric Dining Hall, Chapel, tutors’ studies, specialist teaching, library and
IT facilities, public rooms and administrative offices, located alongside central but often older student studybedrooms – all reflecting the medieval origins of Oxford’s collegiate system.
Summer School students are housed either in individual study-bedrooms with en-suite facilities, or in small clusters
of larger individual study-bedrooms sharing bathroom facilities. All rooms have internet access and also normally
share additional kitchen and common room (lounge) facilities with a number of
other students.
Summer School Programme fees are comprehensive, covering all costs of
tuition, library access, residential accommodation, all weekday meals and
banquets, more limited weekend meals service, and bag lunches for
excursions, receptions and field visits. A student’s only other expenditure is for
personal purchases and activities outside the programme.

Formal Receptions, Distinguished Guest
Lectures & Banquets are held for all
participants every Monday during the
Summer School

The Cloister Quadrangle
at Magdalen College
built between 1474 and
1480 with, beyond, the
residential New Building
- new, that is, in 1733
and intended originally to
be part of a great neoclassical quadrangle.
To the right is the edge of
Magdalen’s own wildlife
meadow and woodland,
including a biological SSSI
(UK-designated
conservation Site of
Special Scientific Interest)

